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"All types of advanced strategic guided missiles, which resemble long swords, one after the other, resting 
against the heavens, are inlaid in the long moving columns that pass in review; this is a review of our 
military strategic nuclear counterattack capability; furthermore, it is a demonstration of resolute belief in 
safeguarding world peace." 

"Belief in Strength," Jiefangjun Huabao 

(Liberation Army Pictorial) No. 449, November 1984. 

Coverage of 35th Anniversary National Day Parade 




Hu Yaobang 



Deng Xiaoping 



Following is an excerpt from an August 1980 interview of Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, by Italian 
journalist Oriana FallacL ■ f *>• J 

The Soviet Union speaks every day about disarmament, but actually, it increases its armaments every 
day. Not only do they have so many atom bombs, I think conventional weapons are piled up in their 
warehouses. These: things are not for eating or wearing; why arc they piled up there? 

Following is an excrpt from the Report to the Twelfth National Congress of the Communist Party 
of China, 1 September 1982, by Secretary-General Hu Yaobang. 

The most important task for the people of the world today is to oppose hegemonism and safeguard 
world peace. Due to the rivalry between the superpowers, the danger of a world war is growing 
ever greater. However, experience shows that the people of the world, by persevering in struggle, 
can upset the strategic plans of the superpowers. World peace can be safeguarded, provided that the 
people truly unite and fight resolutely against ail expressions of hegemonism and expansionism. We 
have always firmly opposed the arms race between the superpowers, stood for the prohibition of the 
use of nuclear weapons and for their complete destruction and demanded that the superpowers be 
the first to cut their nuclear and conventional arsenals drastically. 
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?CT W ^ Cm * *«*!*»* then Soviet Zfin of <E SdiX «h SiS°2 **? "r * bi "« hkt <«y of 19th and 20th 
skgaUy theirs - especially Taiwan and the offshore blandTrnroS 3 S,£?E w" by £"* , of tcrritor y «»« Chinese fed 
independent, although foreign powers dictated o ^irS^omXd SSc *? ^. Bt °?of domination, China was nominally 
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J^S^SF* "^ Xtah »' 15 M ^ I9frf ' *" *™*< a* ^ su.emenc in nis "Work Report to the Nationa, 
(U) See. for instance, Xia Yishan. "China Pushes for Total Disarmament," Beijing Review. 27 May 1985. pp. i 5 ., 9 . 




(U) During the decade of the 1970s the Chinese saw "Soviet hegemonism" as the greatest threat. During the latter 1960s the 
Chinese had been convinced that superpower collusion was the greatest threat. 




lS5S^J&SS 8 "^ M '" niStCr ° f F ° rdg " ^ " lhc UnilCd Nati<mS Gcncral *«**5* Second Special Session 




^ '_ wqu ' a Ieavc wcs<crn Europe open to intimidation by greatly superior Soviet conventional forces. 





(U) Minister of Foreign Affairs Wu Xucqian s fall 1983 



address to tnc3 8ch Session of lhc UN Cenerci Assembly. 
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Wu Xucqian speaks to the 39th United Nations 
General Assembly. 

Following is an excerpt from the statement by 
Foreign Minister Wu Xucqian at the 39th Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly on 26 
September 1984. 

China's position on nuclear disarmament can 
be summed up in the following three basic 
points: 

1. Our fundamental position is the complete 
prohibition and thorough destruction of all nu- 
clear weapons. 

2. As a practical step for nuclear disarmament, we propose that, after the Soviet Union and the 
United States have taken the lead in putting an end to testing, improving and manufacturing nuclear 
weapons and have agreed on substantially reducing their nuclear arsenals, a broadly representative 
international conference should be convened with the participation of all nuclear states to work out 
together concrete measures for further nuclear disarmament. 

3. Before all this materializes, for the sake of reducing the threat of nuclear war and showing 
good faith in nuclear disarmament, all nuclear states should undertake not to be the first to use 
nuclear weapons and unconditionally pledge not to use, or threaten to use, nuclear weapons against 
non-nuclear states and nuclear-free zones and should reach agreement on mutual non-use of nuclear 
weapons. 

We support the just demand of the people of the world for the prohibition of nuclear weapons 
and the prevention of a nuclear war, and we appreciate all reasonable proposals conducive to nuclear 
disarmament and the maintenance of world peace. To promote progress in nuclear disarmament, we 
arc ready to exchange views, within the United Nations or at other forums, on such issues as the 
prevention of nuclear war, cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament, provided all 
the other nuclear states agree to do so. 
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Zhao Ziyang speaks at the White House as a guest 
of President Ronald Reagan. 

Following is an excrpt from the speech by 
Premier Zhao Ziyang at the White House on 10 
January 1984. 

The world situation is at present more tur- 
bulent. The people of all countries are deeply 
worried about the future of the world. The United 
States and China, both being big countries, should 
be aware of their heavy responsibility for the 
maintenance of world peace. In the next few 
days, I shall hold talks with President Reagan and 
other leaders of your government and exchange 
views with them on ways to develop Sino-US 
relations and on international issues of common 
interest. We never construe the significance of 
Sino-US relations as being limited to ordinary bi- 
lateral relations, but regard them as an important 
affair affecting the overall world situation. Wc 
stand for peace not only because China needs 
peace, friendship and economic development, 
but also because people of all countries want 
peace, friendship and development. The amicable 
coexistence of China and the United States is 
a major factor for maintaining world peace and 

stability. As long as the peoples of the world take their destiny into their own hands, it will be possible 

to maintain world peace and prevent a new world war. 

Following is an excerpt from a speech by Premier Zhao Ziyang to the French National Assembly 
on 30 May 1984. 

China opposes the arms race and stands for disarmament, both conventional and nuclear. China is 
undertaking a large-scale economic construction, seeking to change as quickly as possible the state's 
backward outlook and raise the people's living standards. So we are not willing and arc impossible 
to take part in this harmful arms race. It is entirely for self-defense and opposing nuclear blackmail 
that China keeps a very limited number of nuclear weapons. China understands France's position of 
maintaining an independent nutlcar force of its own in the present world situation. China has always 
stood for the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons. This could be called 
a genuine, comprehensive and thorough "zero option." 

On behalf of the Chinese Government, I hereby declare once again: At no time and under no 
circumstances will China be the first to use nuclear weapons and never will it use nuclear weapons 
against non-nuclear states. China has always been critical of the discriminator)' 'Treaty on the Non- 
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons." We declined to accede to it. But wc do not favor nuclear 
proliferation; nor do wc engage in such proliferation by helping other countries to develop nuclear 
weapons. Wc propose that all nuclear states should undertake the commitment not to use or threaten 
to use nuclear weapons against nonnuclcar states or against each other. Naturally, it is also intolerable 
to use a superiority of conventional arms to threaten others and this should also be condemned. 
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